
North America’s largest equipment pad 
manufacturer. “There’s a far simpler and 
easier solution now available that saves 
substantial time, trouble, and expense,” he 
says. “Pool builders make money building 
pools, not pouring pads.” 

The alternative is prefabricated equipment 
pads. It’s easy to see why. Prefab pads 
not only eliminate backbreaking form 
set-up and pour, but also deliver benefits 
traditional concrete can’t match. For example, 
DiversiTech manufactures more than 8 
types of prefab products with CladLite and 
BlackPad being two of the more innovative. 
The BlackPad is also drillable, compliant 
to ICC Standard Swimming Pool Code 
Section 305.2 and Section 405 Equipment 
Foundations and Enclosures.

For builders, the switch to prefab equipment 
pads also helps with:

• Profitability. A pool builder can save up 
to 5 hours on every pool project, time and 
labor expense that can be applied to the 
next project. Next-generation equipment 
pads are available for a fraction of the 
expense of traditional site-built methods. 

• Aesthetics. Builders go to great pains 
to create a beautiful pool and spa 
environment. A poured-slab of concrete 
can detract from the carefully crafted 
appearance. Next-generation equipment 
pads present a refined, engineered look 
that supports a pleasing aesthetic.

• Noise Attenuation. A concrete pad reflects 
equipment sounds, which can present 
acoustic issues. 

• Levelness. The weight of poured concrete 
can settle in unexpected fashion. A lighter, 
engineered pad is better able to resist 
“tipping” if seated on level ground. 

• Future-Proofing. You know how pool 
technology has changed over the last 20 

The manufactured equipment pad 

provides a stable, above-grade platform 

for the swimming pool pump, heater, and 

filter. Many pool builders, contractors, 

and do-it-yourselfers include the concrete 

pad as part of their pool construction 

workflow, in spite of the time, labor, and 

cost challenges it presents.

The construction of a typical concrete pad 
requires gravel, wood framing, heavy stakes, 
wire mesh, rebar pieces, concrete (usually 
poured to a thickness of 4 inches), leveler, 
trowel, broom, plastic sheeting, among other 
materials. Once the ground is leveled, forms 
set, and concrete mixed, poured and placed, 
curing can take up to two weeks.

NEXT-GENERATION POOL EQUIPMENT PADS

A growing number of profit-minded builders 
have reconsidered this approach. Today a 
new generation of equipment pads offer 
builders and owners breakthrough levels of 
economy, performance, and value. 

One person who has closely followed the 
equipment pad revolution over a 30-year 
career in the pool supply and maintenance 
business is John Mericle, general manager of  
1 Stop Pool & Spa Store, a leading pool supplies 
retailer serving the north Dallas, Texas market. 
Mericle says most pool service companies 
avoid pad construction. “They’ve got to make 
a trip out, take all the equipment off, then 
another trip back to form the pad and put 
the steel in, and probably another trip to pour 
it. Then you have to come back after the 
concrete is set and re-plug it all,” he explains. 
Lots of trips means lots of time and money.

IMPROVED WORKFLOW

Another long-time pool and spa industry 
veteran who has closely followed the shift 
from field-built pads is Kevin Wilkinson. 
Wilkinson is a brand manager at DiversiTech, 

Produced by Hanley Wood Strategic Marketing Services Group

sms.hanleywood.com

I N D U S T R Y  
PERSPECTIVE

years. What about the next 20? Don’t lock 
pool owners in with a permanent pad that 
may not fit tomorrow’s technology.

As you adapt your business to advances in 
pool pump, heater, and filtering technology, 
keep the DiversiTech equipment pad in 
mind. It’s never been so easy to simplify 
project workflow while cutting time and labor 
expense on your projects.  ◾

For More Information

Web: www.diversitech.com/pool

Email: customerservice@diversitech.com

Phone: 800-995-2222

Pool Equipment Pad Revolution
Next-generation pads simplify project workflow, cut labor expense, and increase profits 


